
Sermon – The Threshold of Advent – 12-3-17 

Pause and reflect… 

Saying Goodbye was one of the most drawn out experiences I remember of my 

childhood. When we would go to visit family or friends the process could take anywhere 

from 15 to 45 minutes at the end of a visit. Especially if it was cold outside, meaning that 

the car would have to warm up for at least 10 mins. As kids we were told to get our stuff 

together and put on our coats and boots and whatever warm clothing we had with us, so 

that took some of the time. The rest of the time the adults were discussing future visits, 

along with other pertinent information which hadn’t been shared earlier in the visit.  I 

remember one such time, when we were all ready to go, all bundled up after some ones 

birthday and one of my mom’s friends announced at the threshold of the doorway that her 

mother had cancer and it didn’t look good. This goodbye turned into a longer conversation 

and the kids took off our coats and started to play again. I don’t remember the exact 

outcome, but I know it was a hard time.  

These “Threshold” talks seem to bring out more important details from people than 

they could share earlier in the visit. It is similar when people come into my counseling 

office. They often talk about everything else up until the last 5 minutes and the issue they 

really needed to talk when they finally comes up. Sometimes it’s because they needed to 

talk about other things, mostly it’s because they aren’t sure if they are brave enough to talk 

about the issue that they need to talk about, until they are ready to go out the door. So, it 

becomes another “Threshold Talk” put on hold until the next time they come into the office.    



At the beginning of the new church year, at this Advent Season, our gospel reading 

brings us almost to the end of the gospel of Mark.  Jesus stands at the door, standing at the 

“threshold” of his passion and death with something more to say. What he says would 

require them to take off their coats of and sit down and continue the conversations they are 

having, because it is so meaningful and seems to answer the question asked by his friends 

ever since they became his disciples; Peter and Andrew, James and John—two pairs of 

brothers, his very first disciples, with him from the beginning—now wanted to know how 

the story would end. “What will be the sign that all these things are about to be 

accomplished?” What comes next? 

It seems that Jesus is ready in this moment for the question with a response that is 

filled with “apocalyptic” metaphors which sounds sort of frightening at first glance. What 

we didn’t hear this morning is all the “Threshold” conversation that happened prior to our 

gospel today, which is even darker and more ominous than what we are hearing: a string of 

warnings and predictions about falsehood, messiahs, prophets – war, earthquake, famine – 

persecution, sacrilege, suffering. Very scary stuff, but it’s also not the point of Jesus 

Message. For those who first heard Mark’s gospel, these were just the facts of life, current 

life struggle but simply not signs of the end. 

What we do hear is the last part of Jesus’ answer, the apocalyptic images about the 

end: sun darkened, stars falling, heavens shaken. This wasn’t meant to terrify but to 

reassure. All these cosmic forces would be eclipsed, by the brilliance of the Son’s final 

return in power and glory. And there was great relief in hearing this. On that great day, 



God’s own people would be gathered once more, not forgotten or abandoned but 

remembered, returned, restored.  

But pay attention – be alert – be watchful – Jesus said this to his disciples and to us 

as we overhear this message through them. As we move through this season of Advent we 

have an opportunity to reflect on the presence of God in our everyday lives and wonder “Is 

this how God comes to us, is this how God is speaking to me today?”  

“Practicing wonder, we realize that wonder is at the heart of living a spiritual life. 

The etymology (origin) of the word “wonder” is found in the Old English word wundor, 

which means, “Marvelous thing, miracle, an object of astonishment.” To practice wonder 

means to awaken to the marvelous things and simple miracles that surround us every day. 

(Compass, Living. Living Well Through Advent 2017: Practicing Wonder With All Your 

Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind (Kindle Locations 221-232). Living Compass. Kindle 

Edition.) 

When we ponder and wonder about God in our midst we come to realize God is 

there already, with the answers given already just by contemplating the fullness and 

majesty of God. Each day as disciples we then stand at the threshold of the kingdom of God 

asking what’s next as we are ready to receive our neighbor – in the middle of news which is 

life shaking in either positive or negative ways knowing that Jesus is standing at that 

“Threshold” with us, when we wonder as we wander as servants of Christ. Even when we 

want to be like the disciples and want know the end of the story before it begins. It’s like 

reading a new book and jumping to the end find out what happened – it ruins the journey 

of the book.  



The message is to watch and see and ponder anew – the story isn’t about the end of 

time it is about the present of time – the Here and Now - It’s about our posture in daily life. 

It’s about being shaped by a trust that the One who holds all of time shapes that time for us. 

It’s about leaning into that sort of time, God’s great Kairos. And this is Jesus’ real point: 

Look out, keep alert; 

for you do not know when the time will be. 

It is like a man going on a journey, 

when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on watch. 

Watch, therefore — 

for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 

in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 

or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Watch. 

Maybe this isn’t the Advent message you were hoping to hear. After all this waiting, 

with the days growing darker, and the news of the Budget Woes and Presidential 

Investigations, Jesus’ “Threshold message” is simply that we should look out, keep alert, 

watch? Who needs more added onto your already burdened lives? But friends, recall that 



Jesus spoke just then on the threshold of life and death, ready to walk through the door to 

his own cross. His words waited for this moment, the right moment.  

So watch—Look for signs of God’s ways in your midst, glimpses of mercy, 

forgiveness, hope, and then say what you see. Let your freedom in Christ support this hard 

work of actively watching. Stand on this threshold of Grace, ready to step out in faith, but 

with just one more thing to say – Be ready for the  Wonder of God each Day!  Amen 

 


