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Sermon – Layers of Sparkle – 11-19-17 

Pause and reflect… 

This real life story was posted on the Love What Matters Facebook page: “Today I met 

an angel. You came into a Denny’s I work at in Utah. You asked me, ‘Can I have a waitress who 

is a single mother?’ I thought it was very odd, but I sat you in Crystal’s section. You sat there for 

2 hours just watching people. 7 families came in and ate while you were there and you paid 

every one of their bills, over $1,000 you paid for people you didn’t even know. I asked, 'Why did 

you do that?' You simply said, ‘Family is everything, I’ve lost all mine.’ Looking into your eyes 

while you said that made me tear up (It’s why I walked away so quickly) as soon as I got in the 

back I broke down in tears because your eyes had so much pain in them. I just wanted to let 

you know, the waitress Crystal that you requested was living in a shelter with her son until she 

was able to save up enough to get a place. Your bill was $21.34 and you left her a $1,500 tip, 

because of you she gets her new place next week, because of you 7 families ate for free. Crystal 

told me she prayed the night before for a miracle and God sent you. You left before any of us 

could say thank you, I hope you read this because you’re truly an amazing person and you stole 

the hearts of every one of us here. Thank you. 

Our Gospel today presents us with the “THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS” where a man, 

before leaving on a trip gives his slaves each a number of “talents,” which in this story is about 

money or coins – or is it? "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
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each according to his ability. Then he went away.”// There are no instructions given of what the 

slaves/servants are to do with these “talents” but they each do something. 

So, remembering that parables are stories with layers, or many facets of meaning. Like a 

diamond or cut stone or even a stained glass window - parables can be illuminated and 

“sparkle” with new meaning and be heard in different settings in different ways. One disclaimer 

or “warning” on commentator said about parables is this: “if you believe that you know "the" 

meaning of a parable, you can be assured that you're mistaken.” Parables can have new 

meaning and bring new insight in the moment you hear and that’s their “sparkle.”  

This week's parable is as challenging as last week's parable about the foolish virgins who 

weren't prepared for the bridegroom's delayed arrival.  But consider how this parable 

“sparkles” with meaning into this moment of our lives right now. It is more than a story about 

investment banking or an amplification of the commercials you might see on television 

regarding retirement funds and balloons floating off into the air.     

Jesus seems to know that talk of money will get people’s attention, but what’s the 

deeper meaning of this parable? As I read this parable - anew, again this week I couldn’t help 

but wonder why the first two slaves were the wise ones and the third who only had one 

“Talent” was foolish and was sent away? Again, unless I missed it, there were no instructions of 

what to do – each did what they thought they should do. // Even though I wouldn’t bury my 

money in the ground, I am more likely to save it than be risky with it. No get rich quick schemes 

for me.  
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Something to consider is that in Matthew’s Gospel this parable is set as Jesus nears the 

time of his death, so how invest money wouldn’t really be something Jesus would be discussing 

with his disciples. There seems to be something deeper, something with more “sparkle” 

happening. For the gospel writer of Matthew, he wants people to take the message of Jesus 

seriously – hear and see it as a matter of life and death – something which makes a difference 

in the lives of all people. Like the other parables we have discussed, this is about how to live "in 

the meantime," until the end of time. 

So, if it’s not about money // (thank God) then is it just a play on words – “Talents?” 

“Each (given) according to their ability,” it would seem that the underdog is the 3rd slave, the 

cautious one. He was given one precious talent and perhaps he didn’t want to lose it or waste it 

or have anyone steal it so he buried it to protect it. But if this is about the multiple meaning of 

words – it could be more than money - “talent” here could point to the abilities one has been 

given at birth; singing, dancing, speaking, artistry, mechanical abilities, athletic ability, business 

insight and knowledge, etc. This man who receives one talent is very careful, cautious and 

afraid - adds another layer to this parable. 

This parable is a story of Jesus told through Matthew to a group of people who were 

struggling with what it meant to be a church at that time; they were cautious, careful, uncertain 

and afraid. This is our connecting point, as disciples we too struggle with what it means to be a 

church at this time with similar fears. What we value and what we do with what we value. Even 

though, the “talent” money factor was an illustration Jesus used to get the attention those who 

were listening, it still plays a part of life. How does money or lack thereof play apart in the 
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decisions we each make? Some of you tithe regularly to this church and other organizations 

because you believe in the idea of giving a percentage amount to God – that’s great and thank 

you!  

You might give to other charitable organizations with the same idea; this is a sign of 

Gratefulness and Thanksgiving. There are some who are able to spend or “invest” in famous 

pieces of artwork like the painting of Jesus, By Leonardo da Vinci which sold For 450 Million 

Dollars this last week.  $450 million dollars is beyond my comprehension – my thought is 

wouldn’t it be great if that amount was matched and given to a social service agency to those in 

need or help the homeless as Jesus might have done - but that’s just a Core Value of mine. 

Remember that core values come into play with every decision one makes. They are impacted 

by; history, expectations, self-worth, experience, relationships, faith, attitude.  

Again we each have been given talents to share, but what if you are the individual who 

only gets “one talent” what do you do then? Well one of the layers of this parable tells us not to 

go and bury it – whether it’s money or ability – do something with it – encourage it to grow! Yet 

we live in a world which requires “Risk.” Is that one of the layers of this parable also? Are we to 

step out in faith and “Risk” and try something new? One of my therapist friends uses this as a 

mantra; “It’s not about Trying – it’s about doing!” Sometimes saying “I’ll try” just puts things off 

– when we “do” even a little bit – something happens – a difference happens. 

Again, there were no instructions given with the talents but there were expectations. 

After “a long” time the master came back expecting results. So, then the whole parable seems 

to be the “instructions” for the disciples. In the confusion of the cross and the death of Jesus, 
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there was a promise of a return but in the “mean time” be my disciples – be productive 

disciples – not overly cautious – take some “risks” of faith and multiply – according to your 

abilities – even if you think you just have “ONE talent.” How do you know how many talents you 

have – maybe the number is on your birth certificate – but even if that were – what are they? 

How do you know? You Do! You step out in Faith and risk to find out what they are!   

So, another one of the Layers of Sparkle for this parable today is that we are called to be 

invested in life, not passive disciples but actively living and sharing // and because of that - we 

are grateful – and as we go into this week of Thanksgiving we consider what that means. 

Faithful disciples live grateful lives, but this doesn’t mean perfect. Yet gratefulness can be 

“buried” in our lives by all sorts of things, greed, selfishness, hate, negativity, lack of awareness, 

etc. What frees us? The grace of God does and that is the Core of Gratefulness. // This was one 

of the comments posted about the opening story today: "The world is a sad and scary place so 

many times, and you wonder how we got here. A simple kind act or a grand gesture, it doesn't 

matter, what matters is love and treating people with respect and kindness. When I leave the 

world I want to know I made a difference in people’s lives." Amen and Happy Thanksgiving! 


